A Review of Physiology and Pharmacology Related to Acute Perioperative Pain Management.
Perioperative pain is a major fear for many patients undergoing simple and complex surgical procedures. Pain management continues to present challenges for the anesthesia provider who is continually striving for the balance between undertreatment and overtreatment of pain. Traditional management pharmacology has proved effective but is not without risks. The purpose of this article is to provide the practicing anesthesia provider with a review of pain transmission physiology and pharmacology and to present new and emerging pain management pharmacologic agents and strategies. The authors declare they have no financial relationships with any commercial entity related to the content of this article. The authors did not discuss off-label use within the article.